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May 14, 2015

To: James M. Hamper, Senate Chair
Margaret R. Rotundo, House Chair
Members, Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs

From: Scott W. Cyrway, Senate Chair
Louis J. Luchini, House Chair

Joint Standing Committee on Veterans and Legal Affairs

RE: Comment on the Governor’s Change Package

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the provisions in the Governor’s change
package that pertain to items under the jurisdiction of the Veterans and Legal Affairs Committee.
As you know, the change package proposes to establish a fund to provide for tuition benefits for
cligible members of the Maine National Guard and an appropriation of $500,000 for each year of
the bienmium. On Wednesday May 13", the VLA committee unanimously supported an
amended version of LD 1343 An Act to Increase Access to Postsecondary Education for
Maine National Guard Members. This bill, as amended, establishes the guidelines for
eligibility and distribution of this tuition benefit for use within the Maine Community College
System, the University of Maine System and Maine Maritime Academy.

Our support of this bill includes support of the fund proposed to be established in the
change package under Part HHHH and the corresponding appropriation on page 35 of the
budget initiatives. However, our amendment to the bill would include recognition of existing
potential sources of revenue to that fund. These sources of revenue, when funds are available,
are currently recognized as sources to cover the cost of the existing (unfunded) tuition grants
described in current law (Title 37-B section 353). Those sources include:

¢ The Armory Rental Fund (37-B section 152)

¢ The Capital Repair, Maintenance, Construction and Acquisition Account (37-B
section 154)

e The Reimbursement Fund (37-B section 155) which allows for fees to be
collected for services provided to federal, state and regional governmental and
nongovernmental agencies
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TO: Senator James M. Hamper, Senate Chair
Representative Margaret R. Rotundo, House Chair
Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs

FROM:  Senator Kimberley C. Rosen, Senate Chaird{ﬂC/
Representative Lori A. Fowle, House Chair 3w
Joint Standing Committee on Criminal Justice and Public Safety

RE: Department of Corrections Staffing and Safety and Security Issues

DATE:  May 13, 2015

Please accépt this memorandum as a supplement to the report of the Joint
Standing Committee on Criminal Justice and Public Safety on the FY 2016-2017
Biennial Budget, LD 1018, An Act to Make Certain Necessary Appropriations and
Allocations. All members were not present when the committee took its votes on
May 6, however we are pleased to report the voting to the Appropriations Committee.

The members of the Criminal Justice and Public Safety Committee have
discussed the difficulties the department is having in attracting and retaining
correctional officers, creating challenges in appropriately staffing the facilities and
safety and security issues for staff and for prisoners. Eight members of the commaittee
favor, and three members oppose, amending the language in Part JJ to read:

Sec. JJ. Department of Corrections; Personal Services balances
authorized to carry. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the
Department of Corrections is authorized to carry all fiscal years 2014-15 and
2015-16 year-end balances in the Personal Services line category of General
Fund accounts, after all financial commitments,_including funds for
recruitment and retention for fiscal years 2016-2017 and budgetary
adjustments have been made, to fiscal years 2015-16 and 2016-17 to the
Capital Expenditures line category in the Capital Construction/Repairs/
Improvements — 97 Corrections Program, General Fund account in the
Department of Corrections to be used for the purpose of making capital
improvements to correctional facilities in fiscal years 2015-16 and 2016-17.
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To:  Senator James Hamper, Senate Chair
Representative Margaret R. Rotundo, House Chair
Joint Standing Commmittee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs

From: Senator Eric Brakey, Senate Chair EL@ _
Representative Drew Gattine, House Chair RO G
Joint Standing Committee on Health and Human Services

Date: May 12, 2015

Re:  Recommendation regarding Drug Courts in LD 1019

We are submitting this letter to provide additional information related to the potential
expansion of drug courts as proposed in LD 1019. Our understanding is that the
Judiciary Committee has recommended the expansion of the availability of drug courts.
The Health and Human Services Commitiee supports that recommendation. Recently,
the Health and Human Services Committee deliberated on I.ID 20, An Act to Improve
Substance Abuse Treatment. Although this bill began as a concept draft, the discussions
highlighted the need for a drug court and related services in Penobscot County. We
would like to pass on our support for the creation of a drug court in the Penobscot County
area.

We also support the inclusion of funding for related services that support the drug court,
that are funded by the Department of Health and Human Services, Office of Substance
Abuse and Mental Health Services. These services include case management, treatment
and drug testing. In order for drug courts to be successful, both the judicial branch and
substance abuse treatment services must be funded and coordinated.

Please contact us if you have any questions.
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TO: Senator James M. Hamper, Senate Chair
Representative Margaret R. Rotundo, House Chair
Joint Standing Commitiee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs

FROM: Senator Kimberley C. Rosen, Senate Chair &
Representative Lori A. Fowle, House Chair 55~
Joint Standing Committee on Criminal Justice and Public Safety

RE: Criminal Justice and Public Safety Committee Recommendations on the Change Package
to LD 1018, An Act to Make Certain Necessary Appropriations and Allocations

DATE: May 14, 2015

Please accept this memorandum as the recommendations of the Joint Standing Committee on
Criminal Justice and Public Safety on the Change Package to the FY 2016-2017 Biennial
Budget, LD 1018, An Act to Make Certain Necessary Appropriations and Allocations.

The members of the committee met on May 13 to discuss the Change Package. By a vote of 8 to
zero the committee forwards to the Appropriations Committee the following 2 recommendations:

1. The CJPS Committee opposes the proposal on page 33 and 34 that eliminates $6,500,000 in
General Fund funding each year that is contained in the baseline funding for the State Board of
Corrections Operational Support Fund, Z087. The committee recommends retaining the full
amount of baseline funding, $12,202,104 per year, in the State Board of Corrections Operational
Support Fund. The committee stresses that the Legislature has not acted to determine the future
of the State Board of Corrections and authority over the county jails and the regional jail. The
full amount of the baseline funding should be left in place in the budget until a determination has
been made on the jails and the State Board of Corrections.

2. The CIPS Committee supports the proposal on pagé 64 in Section FFFF-1 to repeal the age
limitation on the adults who may be sentenced and committed to the custody of the Department

of Corrections and confined in the Mountain View Youth Development Center.

Thank you.

GACOMMITTEES\CRIMCORRESPV127th Memos & letters\Change Package letter on BOC and MVYDC.docx
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May 14, 2015

MEMOQO T(O:  Senator James M. Hamper, Senate Chair,
Representative Mar garet R. Rotundgh, Ho e Chair, and
ppropriations & Financial Affairs

FROM:  Senator Brian D. Lapglge5¢ teC air, Eﬁ; %JL/
Representative VictoriT P{ Kgrnfield, House C‘halr }\‘c\f

Members of the Joint Staggng Committee on Education & Cultu fal Affaurs

SUBJ:  Education & Cultaral Affairs Committee Report on “Governor’s Change Package”
to LD 1019 (FY 2016 & FY 2017 Biennium Budget Bill)

As you know, members of the Education & Cultural Affairs Committee’s Budget Subcommittee
attended the presentation from the Commissioner of the Department of Administration and Financial
Services last Thursday on the Governor’s “Change Package” to LD 1019, the I'Y 2016 & FY 2017 biennium
budget bill. The Education & Cultural Affairs Committee also received a briefing yesterday from the Acting
Commissioner of Education and Department of Education (DOE) officials on the DOE mitiatives included in
the Change Package.

Following the DOE briefing, the Education & Cultural Affairs Committee agreed — by consensus —to
report to the Appropriations & Financial Affairs Committee that:

1. We accept the initiatives proposed in the Changé Package related to revising and adding funding
for certain DOE positions; and

2. While we accept the proposed amendments to Part C of LD 1019 related to the DOE’s revised
projections for the costs, percentages and the mill expectation rate aligned with the Essential Programs and
Services Funding Act for the State’s General Fund appropriations to the General Purpose Aid for Local
Schools program for FY 2016, our committee continues to support the recommendations that we included in
the report we presented to your committee on March 25" regarding the Part C initiatives proposed in LD
1019. (Note: For example, we unanimously recommended repealing the inclusion of the costs of the state
contributions to teacher retirement and retired teachers’ health insurance and life insurance as part of the
state share percentage for the total cost of funding public education (please see Sec. C-7 of LD 1419).

We thank you for your consideration of our Change Package recommendations. Please do not hesitate to
contact us should you have any questions regarding our report.
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TO: Senator James M. Hamper, Senate Chair

Representative Margaret R. Rotundo, House Chair
Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs

FROM: Senator David C. Burns, Senate Chah% 7
Representative Barry J. Hobbins, House Cha&%&il/
Joint Standing Committee cn Judiciary

Re: Judiciary Committee support for expansion of Drug Court in Biennial Budget

When we reported to you our recommendations on the Biennial Budget Jast month, we did not include a
recomrmendation with regard to the proposed additional four District Court judges to address drug crimes.
Although we recognize the seriousness of the drug crimes problem in Maine, a more comprehensive
review was appropriate.

After further review and discussion, the Judiciary Committee unanimously supports the funding contained
in the Governor’s proposed Biennial Budget as Reference # 2162, but with a different use for part of the
General Fund money originally identified for four new District Court Judges. Our alternative proposal is
attached.

¢ We recommend that two new District Court Judge positions be created “to expand the availability
of drug courts and judge days for criminal trials and dockets.”

s  With the two new District Judges should be added two new Assistant Clerk positions to support
the judges.

e The remaining funds ($234,564 and $253,922) should be used to fund all the services necessary
for the functioning of drug courts, including court management, drug testing and treatment
services. We understand all the services are provided through the Office of Substance Abuse and
Mental Health Services within the Department of Health and Human Services.

: The Judicial Branch has committed to us that if the funding is provided as outlined above, the Judicial
- Branch will pursue the creation of two additional locations for drug courts. We are aware of and support
the actions taken in the Health and Human Services and the Criminal Justice and Public Safety
Committees to ensure that the existing Drug Court continues to function, our recommendations are
necessary to expand the availability of the Drog Court.
Please contact us if you have any questions.

Thank you.
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